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15 th  Plenum  of  KVL  - minutes 

Saturday,  august  2a , I94n  Chicago,  Illinois. 


First  Session  - lo:3Q  Am*  Present  - 212,  412,  101,  360,  25C , 515* 
Chairman-  101.  assistant  to  Secretary,  250* 

Organization  of  Plenum  ; report  by  515.  To  abide  by  regular  rules 
as  established  at  previous  Plenums.  Reporters  to  have  1 hour,  suit 
reports  15  minutes,  and  summaries* 

agenda-  India  and  ^orld  situation;  sub  point, Post  /ar;  U.S.  Int- 
ernal and  Trade  Union;  Organization  - sub  points  waller , Internal • 

K e oo r ter s , PC  proposal - India  and  **orld  situation,  412*  Post  war, 

360 ; United  otates  internal  and  Trade  Union,  212;  Organisational, 
212,  h/L  Internal  separate  point.  Car  r i e d » ♦ 

Motion-  515:  That  Post  War  be  a full  report  instead  of  sub  point. 

Defeated  * 

ho tion-212 » Plenum  adjourn  now  until  X Pm  in  order  that  working 
members  of  the  Plenum  may  be  pres-ent  for  report.  Carried* 
motion-  250:  That  Plenum  continue,  but  sub  point  orTToslT" ,/ar  as  first 
report  [written  outline  present).  Obviated 

First  session  adjounned  until  l?ik, 

Second  session  - same  present*  Chairman:  212 

Report  on  India  and  ”orld  situation,  412;  1 nour. 

410  ar  r ived ' during  cori elusion  oif  report* 

motion  412:  'That  meeting  on  India  be  arranged  at  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity in  Chicago,  NY  and  .Washington  under  the  auspices  of  the  H/L 
if  possible,  and,  if  not,  under  the  auspices  of  a ” working  Committee 
for  Independent  India”.  Carried  * 

ho t i „n-4I2 : TihatlOl  and  412  be  assxgned  to  get  in  touch  with  Indians 

reek  ent  in  this  country.  Carried ♦ 

iuotion-412 : ihat  the  H./L,  Central  Committee  send  the  following  tetl- 

egi-am  to  the  British  Lmbassy,  Washington,  B.O.:  The  Central  Committ- 

ee of  the  R/L,  meeting  in  Plenary  session  demands  immediate  with- 
drawal of  all  British  officials  and  troops  frem  India. 

Texegram  to  Franxiin  1».  xtoose-v el t*  President  of  U.8*a*  ,'Co  mnander  in 
Chief  of  U.o.army,  Washington,  D*C.  ; Central  Committee  of  At L meet- 
ing in  Plenary  session  demands  immediate  withdrawal  of  all  tJSa  armed 
forces  from  India. 

dub s ti tut c-  motion-  101:  that  copies  of  manifesto  on  India  be  sent 

to  dtate  department,  British  embassy,  and  whoever  we  can  reach. 

Carried,  Roll  Call  #4. 

amendment  212;  introduce  above  substitute  as  separate  motion. 

Obviated . 


dub  report  - xost  War  Order-  360  15  minutes  and  15  minute  extension 

vutstions  and  discussion  on  both  reports* 

motions  212;  Write  a manifesto  on  India,  committee  of  2 to  be  el- 
ected. ' Carried . 
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motions  212,  continued:  Next  issue  of  International  News  be  complete- 
ly ' de  vo  t e d to  Indian  * .evolution  in  thesis  form* 

-amend  ..ent  515;  refer  to  Political  Commi ttee.  Carried* 
motion  212:  take  steps  to  contact  Indians  on  east  and  west  coast  anxd 
locally  through  utilization  of  our  own  press.  Carried* , 

motion  212:  The  revolutionary  situation  has  existed  for  some  time 

in  India.  The  revolution  itself,  however,  began  on  -august  8th.  a1- 
tho  the  revoltuion  will  reach  higher  and  lower  ells  and  flows,  this 
date  may  he  considered  as  the  starting  point  in  the  same  sense  as 
February  1917*  At  a later  stage  in  the  revolution  an  insurrection 
will  taxe  place  . Roll  Call  4 1 Defeated.,, 

substitute  motion,  515:  The  events  of  yesterday  are  merely  a higher 

stage  of  the  revolution  in  Inuia*  Naturally  the  insurrectionary  stage 

is  still  ahead,  (from  PO  minutes  of  -august  10,  1942} 

Boll  Call  # a,  Carried. 

Statement  515  (from  ^ay  1942  1.3*77  It  should  be  emphasized  that  this 
is  not  a broad  general  perspective  but  a matter  of  the  immediate  fu«^ 
ture . i’he  pre-condi tions  for  revolution  set  forth  in  the  I.N.  May, 
1940,  have  matured.  If  these  objective  conditions  are  combined  with 
the  subjective  conditions  of  a Marxist  Party,  then  there  can  be  not 
only  an  Indian  revolution,,  but  also  a breakdown  of  the  war  front  of 
the  exploiters;  and  the  beginning  of  what  -ill  later  be  the  final 
conflict • 

Motion  212:  A federation  of  European  otates  is  possible  under  cap- 

italism, but  only  on  the  basis  of  military  force,  and  an  intensified 
economy  of  scarcity.  The  only  barriers  to  such  a federation  are  pri- 
marily the  proletarian  revolution  and  a "balance  of  power"  in  imper- 
ialist politics.  (substitute  for  section  2K  of  Post  ’/«. r document) 

Roll  Call  # 3,  Carried. 

motion-  to  limit  discussion  to  one’ round.  Selected. 

- umiaries : 360  - 10  minutes  on  P0st  mar  Order;  412-30  Minutes  on 

India  "and  -*orld  situation. 

mo ti on  412 : (from  PC  minutes  # 449,  June  29,  1 42)  amendments  to  India 
Draft  thesis : 1 - section  5,  paragraph  2,  in  first  sentence  strike 

oi':  words  !and  peasants*.  Parried . 

2 *•  point  6,  4th  sentence*  change  "must  have  the  leadership"  to  - 
‘•must  be  under  the  leadership".  Carried . 

motion : approve  report  on  India  and  rforld  situation. 

Roll  Call  # 6 Parried. 

mo 1 1 on : approve  report  on  Post  wdr  Order.  Roll  Call  # 5 Carried. 

otatement  360:  with  roll  call  jf  5 - "l!m  for  but  against  the  amend- 

ment • " 

otatement  410:  with  roll  call  # 6 - "I’m  not  voting  as  I didn’t 

hear  the  full  report"* 

committee  to  write  Manifesto  on  Iadia  - 212,  and  412  elected. 
mo  cion  515 ; Manifesto  on  India  to  be  submitted  to  Plenum.  Carrie i . 

oecond  session  aujourned  1 hour  for  supper. 

Third  session.  Present:  515,  212,  1C1,  412,  360,  410,  250,  770,880# 
Oh  a i r man : 4 1 2 * 


Ilenum 
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to  Plenum  212:  ”X  herewith  state  to  the  Plenum  that  I deny 

making  use  of  ^ny  slanderous  epithets  to  comrade  515  with  the  excep- 
tion of  toe  uses  of  the  tern  “demagogue",  the  statement  “you  two 
comrades  are  functioning  as  a clicque“  and  the  references  tc  comrades 
880  and  350  as  stooges  of  515;  which  statements  X hereby  withdraw  and 
for  which  I apologize*” 

•Statement  to  Plenum  515;  HI  herewith  state  to  the  Plenum  that  I deny 
manking  use  of  ^ny  slanderous  epithets  directed  to  comrade  212  with 
the  exception  of  the  use  of  the  terms  "liar"  on  one  or  more  occasions 
“irresponsible"  and  “Freudism" ; which  statements  I hereby  withdraw 
and  for  which  X apologise*. 

Motion,  212  and  515;  to  expunge  from  the  record  all  references  to 
charge s , etc*  Carried* 

Report  on  United  States  Internal  and  Trade  Union  - 212:  50  minutes, 

questions  and  discussion. 

iuction  515:  (from  PC  minutes  august  17 , 1 42  # 455)  a *L  Jdteel  workers 
fraction  get  out  a mimeod  shop  bulletin  for  the  three  plants  they  have 
contact  with  each  month.  material  to  be  issued  nationally*  National 
Secretary  to  work  with  fraction.  Steel  Workers  *hop  bulletin  to  use 
same  public  address  as  other  Shop  Bulletins.  <tfork  toward  progressive 
group.  Roll  Call  #8  Carried. 

Substitute  motion  212:  (from  PC  minutes,  august  17 , * 42  # 455)  liater- 
ial  on  Steel  be  submitted  to  &hop  Steward  Croup  for  special  supplement 
or  as  general  material.  Roll  Call  4 7 Defeated*  > 

ame ndme n t 515;  That  trie  Steel  fraction  join  the  **hop  Steward  movement, 
that  the  R ,/L  fraction  vote  for  Steel  Workers  issue  their  own  “oteel 
./orkers  ohop  steward**,  that  the  riteel  Workers  Education  Group  issue 
the  bulletin  as  an  affiliate  to  the  Trade  Union  Discussion  Dengue. 

Carried . 

ikotion  515:  Trade  Union  director  bring  in  proposals  on  Constitution; 

etc*  for  oh op  steward  group.  Referred  to  PC. 

($80  arrived"  from  work  at  this  time,  10  PaTJ 

iioticn:  To  approve  United  otates  Internal  and  Trade  Union  report i 

Roll  Call  # 9 Carried . 

dt^tement  BBC  on  roll  calls  8,  9,  10,  “Not  voting  because  I did  not 
hear  the  reports”. 


■ot  ion  101:  any  time  d . ring  Plenum  that  committee  .write  3 motion  on 

md  policy  for  National  Trade  Union  structure,  it  *e  presen- 
to  body  and  included  as  part  of  this  session.  Carried. 


! true cure 
t ed  + 


c*s  part  of  thi 

^port  on  Organization  RWL  - 212: 


■t’ii.ctions  and  discussion. 

■me  cions  of  Pu  on  Organization : 1-  250^  re  director  of  Negro  work. 

Car  r 1 e.  d . 

i-  ne commend  to  Labor  Defense  congress  fraction  that  "Labor  Defense  “ 
be  published  in  the  east.  W of  Washington  as  editor.  Carried . 

3-  He commend  to  TUDL  that  its  perspective  be  for  printed  Uhop  rftewaad- 

Carr led . 
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PC  options  on  Org^,  continued:  .^jnemdment  101:  to  ^ 3 - Provided 

'finances  and  technical  crew  of  league  is  not  involved  until  F/  is 
b ta biliz  ed . Carried. 

4 - Lor  intervention  in  India,  Carried. 

5-  Someone  to  Detroit.  Car  ied.  (412  against) 

6 - attempt  to  increase  work  in  the  east,  concentrate  on  IPtf-  Carr  Id  - 

7 - Purchase  additional  equipment  to  facilitate  future  publications, 

Carr  Fed . 

8 - Crga,  izutlon  of  -^nt  i-iaili  tarism  department.  Carried  . 

9 - National  Secretary  to  write  to  and  instruct  690  to  send  in  compl- 

ete detailed  report  of  last  years  work  in  T.U.;  shops  organized,  con 
tracts  signed,  end  any  progress  toward  Progressive  Croup,  with. a wan: 
ing  that  failure  to  comply  with  this  instruction  will  result  in  ex- 
pulsion from  League.  Roll  Gail  # 14  Carried. 

-amendment  880:  (to  motion  4 9 J change  to  ” suspension'’  instead  of  "ex- 
pu.sion''.  Roll  Call  # 12  Defeated 

motion  360;  i^ltho  tue  trend  is  to  the  r xght , the  Lev-gue  can  make  some 
organisational  gains  on  the  basis  01  planned  coordinated  activity,  in 
the  present  period  since  there  is  serious  mass  discontent,  which  the 
ri.gnt  sal  ft  acts  to  aggravate.  Roll  Call  11  Carried,. 
motion  412:  eastern  aegionai  Conference  be  held  in  ./asnin  , ton , oep tern- 

bv.r  6th*  Carried  * 

motion  880:  recommend  to  fraction  in  LDC  that  the  name  be  changed  f rom 
1 u,,  or  defense  congress’1  to^Figat ing  Labor  Defense-/  Defeated . 

•* ..i.-.udmenl  25Qto  above  motion  by  360.  (roil  Ca..l  4 II , .1  omt  out  phrase 
t,2c;  ’aitho  trend  is  to  the  right”  and  .las'1  Faase  of  sentence. 

.Roll  Car  I _ u J x;- ...  c .ifced, 

-amendment  360  : (to  point  4 9 on  PC  mo  i .ors ; rmri  k - out.  point  dealing 
with  disciplinary  expulsion.  Roll  Call  ,f  13  Defeated. 

Statement  880  and  560;  (with,  vote  on  roll  call  V 14}  ” X am  against 

on  the  basis  that  expUiSion  should  not  take  pFee  merely  on  the  bas- 
is of  rack  of  a letter  of  reply”. 

Loti  on : adopt  L lb  Organizational  report.  Roll  Call  # 15  Carried. 

statement  25 &:  (on  rol  call  # II ) I an  for  With  my  c.  mnd  .*ent  to  360 
motion  on”ri, a t shift”  in  class  relations . rt 

Statement  412?  Con.  roll  call  # IS)  am  voting  against  the  Org  report 
because  1 completely  disagree  with  the  PC  thesis  that  objectively  th# 
swing  is  t©  the  right,  I also  record  my  vi^w  that  our  stagnancy  is 
due  to  lack  ©f  political  boldness  a©  well  as  brganizat iOnh  defects. 

X reserve  the  right  to  stride  for  the  adoption  of  this  positron  with- 
in the  disciplinary  framework  of  the  Re  ague  . ” 

"n  iixj  session  adjourned  Il-MI 

b'y-rtn  session  convened,  -,#&*  n^gust  23rd,  1942. 

t sent:  o^.ufc  as  la- 1 session,,  860  arrived  late. 

Chairman.?  10i.  Point  on  agenda  - R£L»  internal . 

motion  615  oh  procedure*  Because  there  is  -no  official  report  the  3 
members  who  constituted  the  PC  take  floor  first,  each  to  have  30  min- 
utes with  15  minutes  summary#  Carried  as  amended . 
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amendment  412:  bpeukers  of  PC  have  15  minutes  each,  10  minutes  for 

summary.  - *"  Carried* 

jUiendment  560:  k 20  minutes  for  each  speaker.  Def  eated  * 

motion  2'1'g " ~ : *n  ^ t 212  have  double:  time  to  present  his  position.  Def:* 

Reports  on  R /L  Internal  by  - 5X5,212,  and  560.  ^a’ch  granted  15  minutes 
extension. 

Questions  mid  discussion.  Summaries:  350,  515,  212. 

motion  412:  That  Convention  of  R/L  be  held  x city,  Ah^nksgiving  week- 
end- ana  the  1.3.  be  immediately  open  for  the  pre-convention  discuss- 
icn.  Roll  Call  # 19.  Carried. 

Amendment  880:  that  if  conuitions  warrant  it,  the  PC  to  change  city. 

~ Carried . 

motion  412:  to  elect  a new  Political  Co  mnittee.  Carried . 

motion  212:  The  solution  for  the  internal  problem  lies  in  re-emphas- 
izing  our  orientation  to  the  masses  and  in  electing  a committee  that 
stands  four-square  for  that  orientation,  and  is  capable  of  carrying 
it  out.  as  an  auxiliary  step,  the  Plenum  must  place  enough  counter- 
weight on  the  PC  to  be  able  to  mediate  between  the  two  stubborn  main 
characters.  Roll  Call  it  17,  defeated* 

motion  212:  PC  minutes  shaxl  be  detailed  as  to  the  substance  of  rep- 
orts and  disputes.  defeated . 

Counter  motion  515;  that  the  of  the  Future  be  taken  as  of  tiie  past, 
that  we  record  motions,  documents,  statements.  Carried- 


otuteient  515:  The  Plenum  has  endorsed  every  PI enum> epo rt  presented 
'ey  the  PC.  In  addition  the  PC  between  this  ana  the  last  Plenum  has 
oairied  out  all  political  ana  organizational  U sms  it  confronted  in  the 
league  and  class  on  the  same  high  political  level  «j  previous  Pu’s,  . 
in  spite  of  the  handicap  of  functioning  in  an  atmospnere  of  personal 


-squabbles* 

■Statement  515:  Tne  Plenum  has  four  comrades  in  the  center  who  can  be 

selected  as  alternated  to  the  PC.  Of  these  four  comrades  comrade  360 
is  the  most  developed  politically  and  in  the  past,  in  spite  of  his  i 
efficiency,  has  done  more  poi-technical  ork  on  all  of  our-pubiicat- 
ions,  and  more  shop  work  than  all  the  other  comrades  in  the  center 
put  together*  in  addition,  since  December  7,1941,  he  has  been  the 
Deague’s  only  speaker,  and  has  spoken  several  times  e*.ch  month  on  the 
political  questions  'of  the  day,  in  addition  he  has  carried  out  unit 
work.  If  he  is  not  qualified  for  an  alternate  to  the  PC  than  neither 
are  the  other  three. 

statement,.  250  and  410;  Comrade  «2t*i<9i33  nt  on  comrade  360  is  acc- 

urate on  the  one  point  of  jpoAj. tical  development,  but  as  Chi  city  org- 
an is  or  -T-  must  point  out  that  his  other  activity  has  been  stated  out 
pr-opo^tmon  to  reality.  360 1s  only  cons activity  has  been 


**"•  j-  w ^ ” — w ~ ' - "xt  ^ v ’ 

,^op  v.-ori:,  u^<i.inarily  require*  * ,d>r4  a month,  but  due  to  his 

^ - r. ■" f ^ x ency '*  t ujf <*4  a month*  His  unit  activity  has  been 

o pc  radio,  consisting  of  assignments  for  which  he  volunteers  but  does 
rot  carry  out,  hindering  others.  His  public  spewing  has  not  averaged 
a month  out  of  <UUy  possibilities,  a.nd  2 of  the  other  3 comrades 
u-  opeak  for-  tne  League  ,;a  minimum  of  once  a week.  Comrade  360,  is.  in- 
jxdentally  a full  t|$e  functionary,  supported  by  the  organization.  In 
aatio  to  tne  amount  of  time  he  has,  he  does  less  than  most. 


Plenum  minutes,  page  6 

Motion  515; (from  Organization  ~§morandum  of  July  20)  This  “crisis'*  at 
the  top  is  far  below  the  organizational  stage;  it  is  still  in  the 
realm  of  person...!  friction  as  a by~proauct  of  the  objective  situation 
and.  the  make-up  of  each  comrade  in  functioning  in  relation  to  others. 
But  because  our  forces  are  so  small#  and  our  isolation  in  the  present 
war  period  so  heavy  any  small  factor  Pan  create  a rupture  that  may  > 
cripple  our  effective  functioning  as  the  League. 

Roll  Call  # 19  Carried. 

motion  515;  (from  Organization  -^emo r andwa  of  Ju ly ~20 ) National  ae c- 
ret^ry  and  Organizational  decretory  to  he  added  to  the  list  with  the 
End#  3rd,  and  5th  alternates  who  are  our  only  public  speakers,  *'hese 
to  speais.  publicly,  not  haphazardly  but  with  careful!  selection  of  tinae 
and  place  for  all  speakers.  Qarri ed  as  amdended . 

^mcndmerrt  212: (to  above  motion^  erg  s sere tZ ry  ( i .U .direct  jr  ) shall 
sp.fti  as  Trade  Union  functionary.  Roll  Gall  £ 16  Carried. 

dtatement  360:  /The  250  - 410  joint  statement  is  not  an  aoourate 

statement  of  fact. 

motion  515:  fclect  Pc  of  three  and  alter  ~tes.  Carried . 
motion  212:  ^leot  PC  of  6.  • Unconstitutional 

action  £12:  "lect  PC  of  4.  he f eh ted 

Nominees  515*  515,  21a,  101# 

Nominees  ^12  : 515,  360,  101. 

minded  - as  new  PC  515,,  212,  101. 

^ot.on  410;  that  250  be  first  alternate.  Out  of  Order. 

515  slate"  on  alternates  in  order  listed;  412,  440,  360$  410,  &80,9  250, 

4l0  slate  on  JL  tern,  tes  in  order  lifted:  250,  412,  360 , 060,440,410. 

Elected  alternates  to  PC  in  order;  1.412;  2.440;  3*  360?;  4.  410; 
6.^880.  ~ 

addendum  - note-  this  motion  presented  and  voted  before  election  of 
new  PC  and  al ternutes • dec ♦ 

motion  515:  to  suspend  “H"  from  Central  Committee  on  basis  of  letter 
to  770,  stating  th^t  he  is  resigning  from  league , and.  since  we  have  not 
he^rd  anything  from  him  since  the  last  Plenum.  Next  alternate,  250, 
to  be  moved  up.  Boll  Call  ft  18,  Carried. 

- Comrade  440  absent  throughout  Plenum. 


13th  Plenum  ©f  Revolutionary  workers  League,  -adjourned  august  23,194.2, 
ound..y  3:  00  P*u*  Chicago,  Illinois, 


l 
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Plenum  Documents 

1*  India  <*nd  the  world  situation: 

i 

Thesis  on  India  - International  News 
article  on  India  • August  22,  1942,  F.i# 
Manifesto  onj^ndia  - dept. Oct.  1942,  I.H. 

2.  Post  war  Developments  (oub  report) 

Outline  in  pre-convention  Internal  Bulletin* 

3#  Internal  United  dtantes  and  Trade  Union 

Outline  in  Internal  Bulletin 

4#  Organization. 

ilemor-ndum  of  the  P.C.,  I.B* 

Exporters  outline,  I.B. 

Plenum  motion  on  Personell,  forthcoming  I.B. 


Plenum  Roll  Call  Voting  Chart. 
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Key  to  voting  chart:  Top  line  is  roll  call  number.  Left  band  column 
number  substituted  for  comrade’s  name. 

Symbol 3 U3ed;  ag  - against,  f - for.  nv  - not  voting,  nr  - not 
registering,  o - absent  from  session,  or  - present  at  session  but 
not  participating  in  vote, {out  of  room  or  asleep),  s - indicates 
there  is  a statement  in  the  minutes  with  the  recorded  vote. 


